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Supervised by:
Journalist
Rehab Ben Hamed,

Head of the English Department.

Editorial Note: This section presents an
in-depth journalistic overview of Tunisia’s
booming tourism performance and explores
the untapped eco-tourism potential of the
North-West region.

Main Title: Tunisian Tourism Soars with Historic Revenues..
As “Zouaraa” Shines as the Northwest’'s Golden Coast

Sector News: Promising Metrics and Strategic Preparation for 2027

Overview: A close look at the
latest  statistical ~breakthroughs
shaping Tunisia’s national tourism
landscape in 2026.

* UN Tourism Index Leadership:
Tunisia has  established its
dominance in North Africa by
recording a remarkable 26%
year-on-year surge in international
tourist arrivals during the first
trimester of 2026, according to the
UN Tourism Barometer.

* Record Financial Revenues:
Official data released by the Central
Bank of Tunisia indicates that
tourism receipts crossed the $1.1
billion benchmark (exceeding 2,649
million TND) in the first half of
2026, aligning with national plans
to welcome over 12 million visitors
this year.

* Strategic Market Expansion: The
current momentum is bolstered
by the re-establishment of direct
flight paths connecting traditional
European feeder markets, the

successful launch of the inaugural
"Tunisian Travel Market", and
accelerated groundwork for the
mega-regional  event:  "Tunis,
Capital of Arab Tourism 2027".

Special Report: Tourism Media Spotlight on Beja’s Hidden Treasures

Overview: An investigative field
feature  exploring  sustainable
development and heritage
preservation across the Governorate
of Beja.

* Zouaraa Beach in Nefza -
Untamed  Coastal  Elegance:
Extending across 26 kilometers of
pristine coastline, Zouaraa forms a
rare ecological triad where golden
dunes meet dense Aleppo pine
forests and the peaceful waters
of the Sidi El Barrak Dam. Often
hailed as “Tunisia’s Switzerland”
or “The Tunisian Maldives”, local

h
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development plans emphasize

green investment through
eco-lodges and luxury glamping

to foster nature-based wellness
tourism.

* Testour — Andalusian Heritage &
Malouf Rhythms: Celebrated for
its distinct Moorish architecture,
its famous counter-clockwise tower
clock, and its rich cultural legacy
encompassing Malouf music and
pomegranate farming.

*  Teboursouk & Dougga’s
Archaeological Wealth: Where
ancient civilizations intersect with
majestic landscapes, placing the
entire region of Beja at the core
of Tunisia’s long-term regional
development agenda.

National Section & Tunisian News (Tunisian National Section)

Main Title: The Arab Sail for Development..

MEDIA

»P» TOURISME.,

Breakthroughs in Aviation and Unified Destinations
Arab Tourism News: Saudi Expansion
and Gulf Mobility Initiatives

Overview: How the Gulf and
wider Middle East regions are
transforming travel infrastructure
and regional connectivity in 2026.
*SaudiArabia’sMarket Dominance:
Leading the Middle East’s travel
economy with a forecasted GDP
contribution of $163.7 billion for
2026, its airports reached an all-time
peak of 8 million scheduled seats in
August alone.

* United Arab Emirates: Rolling
out summer incentive packages
alongside major coastal leisure
projects, including the $190 million
Khorfakkan resort development in
Sharjah.

* Qatar’s Cultural Calendar:
Hosting extensive festivities under
the “Hala Summer 2026” initiative
to celebrate Doha’s designation as
the Capital of Gulf Tourism.
*Regional Integration: Accelerating

operational procedures for the
GCC Unified Tourist Visa to ensure

seamless cross-border travel and
spur regional economic synergy.

Spotlight on Arab Capitals and Heritage Landmarks

N° 4 - Juillet 2026

Overview:  Exploring  iconic
heritage sites transforming into
sustainable travel destinations
across the Middle East.

* Bahrain (The Lost Paradise of
Dilmun): By Dr. Aysha Al-Siddiqi;
an exploration of the ancient
Dilmun Burial Mounds (UNESCO
World Heritage) bridging historical
roots with modern leisure
infrastructure.

* Lebanon (Al-Burj Serail in Akkar
& Hammam Al-Abd in Tripoli):
Tracing the revival of 17th-century
Ottoman fortresses and traditional
baths as vibrant cultural hubs.

* Sudan (Suakin.. The Red Sea’s
Coral Pearl): By Hanan Al-Tayeb;
highlighting the unique coral-stone
architecture and maritime trade
legacy aiming to attract eco-diving
enthusiasts

A
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In a strategic move to solidify Egypt’s position
as a premier global destination for cultural and
academic tourism, Sherif Fathy, Minister of Tourism
and Antiquities, officially inaugurated the Grand
Egyptian Museum (GEM) Library—a state-of-the-art
knowledge hub added to this landmark architectural
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ecyrr: A Modern Beacon
of Knowledge Within
an Ancient Civilization

MEDIA

@.I

L L

marvel.
The opening ceremony was attended by Dr. Ahmed
Ghoneim, CEO of the GEM Authority, Mr. Eric
Chevalier, Ambassador of France to Egypt, alongside
a distinguished delegation of archaeologists,
international experts, and cultural tourism leaders.

Merging Technology with Heritage

Designed according to the highest international
standards and cutting-edge digital technologies,
the library transcends traditional archiving. It
is engineered as an interactive global center to
facilitate knowledge exchange, support scientific
research, and connect international scholars with
the latest archaeological discoveries through
advanced digital platforms.

In its initial phase, the library houses nearly 17,000
specialized volumes and multi-language books.
Focusing deeply on Egyptology and world heritage,
it serves as an indispensable reference point and
primary destination for researchers and Egyptologists
worldwide.

A Cultural Tourism Perspective

The library’s inauguration embodies the modern
evolution of museums—shifting from static
exhibition spaces to dynamic, living educational
institutions.

From a tourism perspective, this development
expands Egypt’s reach into MICE (Meetings,
Incentives, Conferences, and Exhibitions) and
Academic Tourism. By attracting high-yield
intellectual and academic travelers from top
global universities and research centers, the
library significantly boosts the Grand Egyptian
Museum'’s competitive edge and value proposition
on the international tourism map.

During their tour of the facility, the French
Ambassadorpraised thejointcultural collaboration
and the library’s rich collection. Meanwhile, the
Minister of Tourism and Antiquities emphasized
that this launch is part of a broader national
strategy to deliver an unprecedented, fully
integrated cultural-tourism experience.
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"Designed according to

the highest international
standards and cutting-edge
digital technologies, the
library transcends traditional
archiving

The library’s inauguration
embodies the modern
evolution of museums—
shifting from static exhibition
spaces to dynamic, living
educational institutions
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Titre Principal : L'Intégration Maghrébine.. Festivals Arabes
Un Essor Record et une Vision pour un Circuit Touristique Unifié

Apercu des événements:
Les grands rendez-vous
culturels qui fagonnent
la saison estivale entre
patrimoine vivant et
création artistique.

* s Edition du Festival
International de Dougga
(Tunisie) : Le majestueux
théatre romain de Dougga
accueille sa 3% édition
jubilaire, ou la littérature de
voyagerencontre la grandeur
architecturale antique pour
créer 1’événement culturel
de I’été.

* Fegtival International de
Jerash pour la Culture et
les Arts (Jordanie) : Placé
sous le théme “Un héritage
pérenne.. Des générations
qui se rencontrent”. L’ Allée
des Colonnes et le Théatre
Sud se métamorphosent

Apercu synthétique: Le Maghreb
connait une saison estivale d’exception,
caractérisée par une forte affluence
et une transition marquée vers 1’éco-
tourisme.

* Tunisie : Accueil de prés de ® millions
de visiteurs a la fin juillet 2%, soutenu
par ’expansion des chaines hotelieres
espagnoles.

* Maroc : Des chiffres historiques
atteignant °* millions d’arrivées a la
fin juin, accompagnés d’un plan visant
I’ajout de % °° lits en vue du Mondial
2030.

* Algérie : Consacrée “deuxieme meilleure
destination émergente mondiale” selon
des rapports internationaux, avec plus de
3000 touristes étrangers ayant bénéficié
du visa a [l’arrivée pour le tourisme
d’aventure saharien.

-

*  Mauritanie:  Lancement  de ’ ) en scénes ouvertes mélant
la. Campagne Nationale pour National d’Aouleigatt, et dynamisation ~ promouvoir le séjour chez I’habitant poésie, musique et artisanat
I’Ecotourisme > depuis le Parc des vols charters vers Atar pour dans les cités historiques. traditionnel.
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Apercu du reportage: Une immersion terrain
signée Mansoura Omar Mohamed a la découverte
d’un joyau naturel et historique de I’Est libyen.

“S’étendant sur ® kilomeétres du littoral
méditerranéen jusqu’a Arqoub Al-Shafshafa,
Wadi Murgas (connu localement sous le nom
de Wadi Al-Shawa’er) marie paysages naturels,
sources d’eau douce (comme Ain Al-Assal et
Ain Al-Hammam) et patrimoine spirituel. Le site
abrite le sanctuaire de Saint Marc 1"Evangéliste,
taillé dans une falaise rocheuse de * metres de
hauteur, ainsi que des grottes archéologiques et
des baptisteres antiques.”
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Eclairage Patrimonial : Le 80¢ Anniversaire de I’Association Ibn Arafa

Apercu  historique: Une mise
en lumiére de la contribution des
institutions civiles a la sauvegarde de
I’identité et du patrimoine immatériel.
La revue met en avant le rdle
fondamental du tissu associatif dans la
préservation de la mémoire collective.
La célébration du *% anniversaire
de la fondation de « L’Association
Culturelle Ibn Arafa » témoigne de
huit décennies d’engagement continu
pour la promotion de la littérature, de
I’identité nationale et du patrimoine
immatériel, piliers essentiels d’un
tourisme culturel durable.



»>>

Le tourisme par le prism
de la culture et des arts

rDr. Imen BenHamed
Media Center Tunisian Tourism

A T'heure ou le tourisme mondial
se réinvente, la Tunisie et le monde
arabe s'imposent par la richesse
de leur patrimoine matériel et
immatériel.

Ce numéro consacre une place
centrale a la dimension culturelle
et artistique comme levier majeur
de l'attractivité touristique.

De la majesté des ruines de Dougga
aux scenes mythiques de Carthage
et de Jerash, les festivals estivaux
révelent 1'ame de nos territoires.

Au-dela du simple divertissement,
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événements incarnent une
diplomatie culturelle vivante,
renforcée  par  l'engagement
historique du tissu associatif.

A l'approche de « Tunis, Capitale
du Tourisme Arabe 27 », le
Media Center of Tourism Tunisian
(MCTT) s'engage a promouvoir
un récit touristique authentique,
ou la culture et I'art deviennent les
véritables moteurs de l'attractivité
et du rapprochement entre les
peuples.
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